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Genevieve Cifelli 
1810 Key Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22201 
  
November 16, 2019 
  
District of Columbia Zoning Commission 
Attn: Chairman Anthony Hood 
441 4thStreet, NW, Suite 201S 
  
Re: Zoning Commission Case Number 0611Q, 06-12Q, 01-17E & 06-11R 
  
Dear Zoning Commission,  
  
My name is Genevieve Cifelli and I’m a George Washington University graduate, Class of 2019. During my four 
years at GW, Thurston Hall played a key role in my life as a student, student-employee, and campus organizer. 
This is why I write to you in support of the proposed Thurston Hall renovation. 
  
In my experience, Thurston Hall has been more than just a living space. It’s a place of campus community, one 
that often felt hard to come by as a first-year student in an unknown city. It is a place where student 
organizations find new members with shared interests, where friends meet before attending study sessions, 
GW basketball games, political protests, and even presidential inaugurations. 
  
However, it has long been a hope of students and alumni like myself that Thurston be renovated. The building 
and the structures within it are old--while GW’s student body has changed, the building has stayed the same. 
By the time I was a first-year student, it was clear Thurston was not suited to the needs of the university.  
  
The renovations to Thurston Hall would be a great asset for the university and the District of Columbia. The 
promised sustainable architecture would be an asset to the Earth, as well. Proposed renovations, such as study 
and dining areas, would give students much more community-focused space on campus. Overall, I believe it 
would improve quality of life not only for GW students, but Foggy Bottom residents at large. 
  
  
Thank you for your time, consideration, and commitment to D.C. I believe the proposed renovations to 
Thurston Hall will make the dorm even more of a point of pride for the university and all those within the 
community. I’m proud to be an alumna of GW and I can only hope the university continues its commitment to 
student experience and is supported in doing so. 
                                                                                 

    In gratitude, 
                                                                                  

   
    Genevieve Cifelli 









 

 

Katherine Scott 
2201 Virginia Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20052 

6th November 2019 

District of Columbia Zoning Commision 
Attn: Chairman Anthony Hood 
441 4th St NW, Suite 201 South 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: Zoning Commision Case Number 06-11Q, 06-12Q, 01-17E & 06-11R 

Chair Hood and Leaders of the Zoning Commision, 

My name is Katherine Scott, and I am a sophomore International Affairs 
student at the George Washington University. I lived in Thurston Hall my 
freshman year and had many good memories there. That being said, I’m very 
excited to see it be renovated, as there are many improvements to be made.  

I am currently minoring in Sustainability and concentrating in International 
Environmental Studies, so making the renovated Thurston as environmentally 
friendly as possible is of utmost concern to me. I am very excited at the 
prospect of green space in the Thurston atrium. I also think that it will be very 
important for Thurston to run off of clean energy and to have composting 
receptacles be available on every floor.  

Thank you so much for your time and consideration. I, and all of the students 
of George Washington University are grateful to you for your commitment to 
sustainability and our future. I am hopeful that you will approve this project, 
and I am eager to hear about your decision.  

Best Regards, 

 

Katherine Scott 

 











































Colin O’Brien 
1280 21st Street, NW, #104 
Washington, DC, 20036 
 
November 21, 2019

 
District of Columbia Zoning Commission  
Attn: Chairman Anthony Hood 
441 4th Street, NW, Suite 201 South 
 
Re: Zoning Commission Case Number 06-11Q, 06-12Q, 01-17E, & 06-11R 
 
 
 
Chairman Hood,  
 
I am a fourth-year undergraduate student at the George Washington, graduating this Spring with a degree in                                 
international affairs. In my four years in Foggy Bottom, I have seen both the campus and the surrounding                                   
community undergo many infrastructural changes, with demolitions, renovations and new construction                     
happening all throughout the neighborhood. As a student, I have already benefited from progress that already                               
occured, such as the construction of District House which has provided more on campus housing for our                                 
student body, and a hub for social life and dining. As I plan to remain in Washington for years to come, I will                                             
benefit in the near future from the completion of ongoing projects such as the modern, 2100 Pennsylvania                                 
Avenue building with its valuable additions to the retail experience and streetscape along I Street and                               
Pennsylvania Avenue. For these reasons, I strongly urge you to support the proposed renovations of                             
Thurston Hall that The George Washington University has submitted. This building is the heart of the first                                 
year experience for all students at GW, whether they reside in the building or not. The proposed renovations,                                   
if supported by the Zoning Commission, would provide optimal conditions for living, learning, socializing                           
and growing, and bring Thurston Hall up to the standards of our other residence halls. At 91 years old, our                                       
beloved and nearly centenarian residence hall is due for a makeover, and our future students are more than                                   
deserving of its many proposed amenities. While these renovations are occurring, I can assure you that those                                 
students who are temporarily housed off campus and throughout the Foggy Bottom community will be                             
respectful and responsible guests of the neighborhood and its many long-term residents. I thank you for your                                 
time and consideration of my statement and sincerely hope that the Zoning Commission will move to                               
support the proposed renovations.   
 
Best Regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
Colin O’Brien 
 



 
 






